THE US NEWS AND WORLD REPORT RANKINGS WITHOUT THE CLUTTER

By J. Gordon Hylton, Marquette University

The only categories that should matter in law school rankings are the quality of the
students and the quality of the faculty. Inthe US News & World Report rankings these
concepts are best, though imperfectly, captured by the categories “Peer Assessment” (a
ranking of law schools by law faculty) and LSAT score (a reasonable accurate measure of
student ability). All the other categories are clutter and too ambiguous. Grade point
average depends on undergraduate institution and major; assessment by lawyers and
judges is usually just blind guessing; acceptance rates are a function of the applicant pool
and subject to manipulation; employment statistics are affected by local and regional
market conditions; and bar passage rates are a function of how rigorously the exam is
graded and the composition of the pool of bar takers. Peer assessment tells us what other
law professors think about individual law schools; LSAT scores tell us what students
think about the school.

I have recalculated the US News and World Report Ratings using the “2007” data
(actually compiled in 2005) for my two categories. To obtain a single number for
ranking purposes | combine the US News Peer Assessment Score times 10 with the mean
of the 25™ and 75™ LSAT percentiles minus 130. These adjustments produce a number
between 10 and 40 for both categories.

For example, Yale Law School, the highest ranked school in the US News rankings has a
Peer Assessment score of 4.9 which converts to 49. It 25% and 75% LSAT scores are
168 and 175 which average 171.5. 171.5 minus 130 equals 41.5 which is then added to
the Peer Assessment score for a total of 90.5 out of a possible 100. Deducting 130 from
the LSAT score actually converts the score into a meaningful number. LSDAS and ABA
data suggest that virtually no one gets into law school with an LSAT score below 140,
hence the real range is a 40 point range (180-140).

I would prefer a better index of peer assessment than the US News’ practice of surveying
the five most recently tenured professors at each law school, but this is all we have at the
moment. Since few law schools admit students solely on the basis of LSAT score, | am
confident that LSAT score is valid indication of general student abilities. For Louisiana
law schools, I have used the US News data which, due to Hurricane Katrina, had to be
derived from an earlier year.

Below are the uncluttered rankings and composite scores of all 178 law schools listed in
the US News rankings.
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SECOND QUARTILE
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THIRD QUARTILE
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Memphis
Montana
Hamline
William Mitchell
Creighton
Baltimore
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FOURTH QUARTILE
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Duquesne
Howard
Wyoming
Washburn
Franklin Pierce
John Marshall
Tulsa
Valparaiso
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Chapman
Northern Kentucky
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South Dakota
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Capital
CUNY-Queens
South Texas
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